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FUNDING NEWS

FROM OUR DEVELOPMENT WORKER
It's nearly a year since our last newsletter, so plenty to tell you in this one!

The School Garden project is progressing well as you will see from the
guotes we have received from the children who are involved.

We've achieved a lot in our development education programme and we
are extending our role on a regional level.

On the funding front, we have put in a number of grant applications which
we are waiting to hear back about in the hope that next year will see a huge
increase in our funding and activities.

As always, we have had tremendous support from our ever enthusiastic
team of volunteers, some of whom have now gone on to jobs around the
country.

We are also delighted to announce two new babies within the group and |
am sure you join me in congratulating Liz and Ed on the birth of their beautiful
daughter Rosa Grace.

Sophie Whittaker and her partner Yusuf have also had a little girl called
Kayaan Zuleika.
Welcome to the youngest members of the LMLG!

ELECTION DAY IN NICARAGUA - John Perry

The phone rang. It was our neighbour, Magda: ‘When are you going to vote?’ ‘Now, we’ll pick you up’. When we
arrived, Magda was getting her elderly father ready to go to the polling station. Disappointed that we were on foot,
Don Juan got a stick ready for the 15 minute walk up the rough road. His much sprightlier wife, though the same
age, was still inside applying her make up. | fully expected Dofia Leonor to emerge wearing her customary
miniskirt, but she must have decided this was a sombre occasion and required something more obviously ladylike.
Don Juan could only walk slowly, helped by his granddaughter, so we went ahead to get in the queue. This
proved to be a questionable decision, as the queue was moving slowly anyway and soon after we arrived the
electoral process was halted for lunch. When it eventually got going again, people were allowed into the school
classroom two at a time. The search for their names on the register, even though the list was only 200 in total,
was time consuming, in part because there are so few different surnames in El Pochote. Then each person had to
have their thumb marked with a foul smelling ink. Only then could they retire behind a sort of three-sided
cardboard box to cast their votes. The four ballots then had to be put into their respective boxes, and the voter
was free to leave. Each one was taking about five minutes. The delay was provoking a lot of banter between
people in the queue and the officials inside. Things had started badly, it seemed, because the president of the
polling station had arrived at 9.00am, not at 7.00 when the station was supposed to open. Two hours voting time
had already been lost. Then she announced the half-hour lunch break.

The Sandinista voters who seemed to form the majority of the queue were convinced that these were deliberate
tactics, as she was a known Liberal. Well after midnight, we accompanied the sealed ballot boxes on their
journey into town. This is an important part of the ritual, accumulated over only four Nicaraguan general elections,
of not allowing the voting papers to be out of sight for a single moment until they are handed over to the counting
station. As a Sandinista, my wife’s car had been appropriated, and was full of aficionados (including Magda) who
were already convinced of the impending victory by the margin of the votes in their favour in tiny El Pochote.
vieee.......CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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One year on: Nueva Zelanda School Garden in 2006

Bob Ball reports that nearly a year on, the school
garden project is solidly roling out and
transforming a barren piece of land alongside the
Nueva Zelanda Primary School, into a beautiful
and productive garden. This has allowed new
environmental classes to begin. With a focus on
increased practical gardening skills using organic
methods, the project aims to reach up to 200
children who come from farming families in the

area.

So far, nearly 70 children, in
school years, 4, 5 and 6 and their
teachers have been involved in
developing the school garden. Girls
and boys did a lot of the manual
preparatory work to help establish
the garden, which is linked to and is
helping teachers implement the
curriculum for environmental
education that is now underway.

Almost 70 parents also helped
with some of the manual work,
including planting cactus hedges
and creating a dyke across the
sloping garden site, which
underlines the strong community
involvement and support for the
scheme.

The project goes beyond the
school grounds as children have
been encouraged to create their
own nursery gardens at home.
This is helping to spread gardening
skills to their families and the wider
community.

In addition, ADIC are expanding
their strength beyond their
expertise in organic farming by
taking a lead role in developing an
environmental education project.

The development is proceeding
with enthusiasm in an area of
rural Masaya that is new to both
the LMLG and ADIC who are
delivering the project. The
project, which is a collaboration
between the school, the
community and ADIC, is within
budget.

Teaching sustainable
agricultural skills to children in
rural areas is essential, because
malnutrition is common and many
families who rely on subsistence
farming often struggle to feed
their families as they cannot
afford expensive pesticides and
fertilisers. Besides, soil erosion,
tree-loss and water shortages are
environmental issues in rural
areas.

By increasing their
understanding of the link between
food and the environment,
children will benefit from a
broader education, a healthier
diet and become aware of the
need for sustainable
development.

Beyond Masaya, here in Leicester
the Link Group want to involve
local schools in the creation of
their own garden, creating a
parallel project to that in Masaya.
See Merlin Jones’ article for more
on this.

Unexpected benefits
As well as the planned outcomes,
the school garden project has
experienced several unexpected
benefits.

Extra land for the school

garden :
Engaging parents as well as
children in the project has
encouraged community
participation. This led to members
of the local community joining
together and negotiating with the
local council to donate an extra
piece of land for the garden, which
allowed space for the school's
football pitch.

Environmental input into the

national curriculum:
Work by teachers on the garden
project has helped to revitalise and
led to some refinement of the
curriculum on environmental
education, which it is hoped will
help other teachers in the region
implement key concepts in the
national curriculum.

Interest in replicating project

in other schools:
Teachers visiting from other rural
schools, and the regional schools
director, are interested in
replicating similar projects in their
area, so they too can benefit. At
present however, funding is not
available for this work.
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Children and teacher’s views on

the school garden

The ambience in the school has started to
change noticeably with the development of the
garden and other facilities. The children’s feelings
of optimism come across in their comments.

Cristian had this to say:

“Before we thought that trees grew on their own. We
cut down trees and we didn’t grow them. Now we
understand that plants need to be cared for, withou t
them we would not be alive because from them we can
eat.”

A group of boys, in their final year at the school, were
clearly pleased to have been involved in the garden
project, when they said:

“As Year 6 students we tell the younger pupils that
they should continue to grow and look after the
plants. It makes us happy to see that this will
continue and we would like to be here to look after
them..... We will come back to see what we are
leaving.”

Teachers are also more motivated and have welcomed the
opportunity to build their professional capacity. Fatima,
from ADIC, has been working with the teachers to develop
their presentation skills. For Janet, Rafael and Theresa
this has had a positive impact:

“The difference now is the training we have had,

which we are sharing with the students... We are

working together better because of the different

activities”.

On top or raising environmental awareness, the project
is cutting across gender and is helping to empower the
girls, like Grizelda, who said:

“We thought girls didn’t grow trees, now we know

we can do it.”

In the same way, one development greeted with much
enthusiasm by children has been the recreation area,
where during school-breaks they regularly line-up to
use the newly installed eight swings and two slides in
the playground. One young girl, Paola, said:

“Before without the swings school was boring,

now we feel happier to come”

Funding for the final year of project
The Link Group is now working to raise £5000 for next and final year of the project. In 2007, the work will

involve the continued development of the garden and an increase in the numbers of children receiving
environmental education. There will also be improvements to the school’s existing cooking facilities, as well
as a small solar cooker to raise awareness of solar energy and a chicken coop with twenty hens, to teach
the children new skills in chicken rearina.
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Renewable Energy — research and

implementation

A grant application for a large-scale project, focusing
on renwable energy was drawn up by members of the
management committee and submitted to the EU
COOPENER programme in February 2006. If
successful, the project will involve the Leicester Energy
Efficiency Agency, the City Council of Masaya and a
range of non-governmental organisations in Nicaragua,
together with cities in Guatemala and Portugal.

The project will foster wider contacts with a large EU-
energy programme operating across Central America:
the Energy and Environment Partnership with Central
America (funded through the EU Energy Initiative for
Poverty Reduction and Sustainable Development).

Alongside this, funding is coming in to install another
20 PV panels in rural communities.

AgroSelva — enterprise
opportunities for women in rural

Masaya.

This project was proposed by women who
have been involved in two of our previous
projects - the water tanks and the poultry
rearing project. Having experienced the
benefits they are now keen to increase their
income generating potential by extending the
range of plants and livestock they can in
corporate on their land.

Funding has already been secured at our
end but implementation is pending funding
from our partners in Nijmegen, Holland.

ELECTION DAY IN NICARAGUA - John Perry

(continued from page 1)

As the procession arrived in town, the first official results started to come
over the radio. The Sandinistas were in the lead. This meant that the
victors had to make as much noise as possible, notwithstanding the
seriousness of their task in accompanying the ballot boxes. The leading
car, driven by a Liberal, stopped. The driver refused to continue until the
unseemly celebrations were halted. A policeman mediated. The noise
abated for a few minutes then increased to even greater strength as we
entered the town centre. At this point a ‘caravan’ of cyclists swept past,
two or three on each bike, waving red and black flags, already calling out
to people to form a victory procession, on the basis of only five per cent of
the results. Naturally this suddenly became even more important than
delivering 200 votes and we joined in. From a few dozen cyclists and a
couple of cars riding down darkened streets, the whole thing seemed to
grow uncontrollably until within twenty minutes there was a long snake of
traffic, honking horns, screaming and playing the Sandinista election
music, filling the road and threatening to sweep away the families that
now emerged from most of the houses either to join in or just to watch the
spectacle. By 3.00am the town seemed to be full of cyclists and cars, or of
crowds gathered on street corners to wave them on. Almost everyone
seemed to be sympathetic, although in one street a group of youths was
setting fire to a Sandinista flag. Police emerged to control the traffic.
People were selling food on the street. The ban on election-day drinking
no longer seemed to be in force. We arrived home at 3.30am, but the
only available results were still based on a tiny percentage of the poll. By
the following morning, however, a Sandinista victory seemed certain. It
had been made possible only by a split in the opposition vote. Yet the
electoral process had seemed open and fair. It looked as if, despite the
strongly-held views which characterise this most political of countries, the
Liberals would concede defeat peacefully - as the Sandinistas had done
in the last three elections. No-one has an appetite for renewed civil war,
least of all the hundreds of Sandinistas youths cycling madly through town
in the early hours, hoping that the result gives them a better chance of
education and jobs. Half of Nicaragua’s population is under sixteen. Even
more than people like Don Juan and Dofia Leonor, this is the constituency
whose needs the Sandinista government will be challenged to meet when
it takes over in January. The task is both urgent and formidable.

In the 5 November election the
Sandinistas were returned to power,
with Daniel Ortega, a former Marxist
revolutionary, as president after 16
years of successive conservative
governments.

Daniel Ortega, who led the 1979
revolution and the 1980s government
against United States-sponsored
Contra rebels, says he has changed
and now preaches moderation and
wants to ease poverty. On the election
campaign he said to voters: "Today in
Nicaragua there is a new revolution.

A revolution that will get you out of
poverty!"

The Bush Administration makes no
secret of its distaste for a return of Mr.
Ortega to power and suggests that
economic aid would suffer and that it
would block remittances home from
Nicaraguans living in America, if
Ortega won.

So now the rural poor in places like
Masaya may have a national
government that is more committed to
alleviating poverty. Although this is a
step forward, as in other countries in
the world, the rich are getting richer
and the poor are getting poorer and
the gap in Nicaragua is pronounced.
Around three-quarters of the
population lives on less that $2 a day
and unemployment is close to 50
percent. Disasters, such as Hurricane
Mitch, and population growth, have
undercut economic gains, and
according to the EU, more people live
in poverty now than in 1993.

Therefore, no Nicaraguan
government, no matter how motivated,
can bring about change on its own and
the role of NGOs like the Leicester
Masaya Link Group, supported by
external funding, will be required for a
long time to come. Bob Ball
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In her role as the Education Officer at the University of Leicester Botanic
Garden, Ruth Godfrey has been working with the Leicester Masaya Link
Group on the Food for Thought project. In this article, Ruth talks about how
this sparked her interest in Nicaragua and how, before the third and final
year of the project, she decided to take a three week holiday there with her

husband Kevin — combining tourism with research for work.

We started by catching a little of the St. Ana
celebrations on the island of Ometepe. We balanced
on wooden platforms around a wire constructed
arena and watched a bull fight. Fortunately the
bullfighting didn’t involve blood but brave young men
trying to stay on a kicking bull that had been
aggravated. A full minute staying on the bull seemed
a very good record! The bulls were lassoed in and
out of the arena by men on horseback and the whole
was accompanied by the local brass band with the
classic dancing puppets in the intermission.

After a few more days of beach and volcano
climbing we headed to Granada. An introduction
from Chloe Hill, a LMLG volunteer enabled us to stay
in the beautiful house from which she did some of
her PHd research. The centre of the house is an
open lush green area with the rooms leading off from
it. Tom Mais, a PhD student from Loughborough who
was also staying there helped us find our way
around Granada where we experienced a mixture of
culture, kayaking, volcanoes and relaxing at the
deep blue crater lake of Laguna de Apoyo.

Then from Granada to Esteli in the north. By
following the direction style address (one block west
of the Pan-American and eight blocks north of the
park) we found the UCA office. UCA, is a union of
small farming cooperatives in the Miraflor reserve.
The farming is organic and includes small scale
coffee producers. In 1999 the local people decided
to offer homestay tours to help bring in a little extra
income into the area and we booked a four day trip.
We were assigned a guide but he didn’'t meet us at a
town based hotel we had to find our way to a bus
stop by 5.45 am and catch a bus for 1% hours on dirt
roads. Luckily we had asked the bus driver to tell us
where to get off as the village wasn’t signed and
from the road appeared to have only two houses.
We got off and asked directions. After a few minutes
two young girls appeared and asked us to follow
them, this was a 30 minute walk up a steep hill. We
arrived at a house, were warmly welcomed and
given breakfast (including fresh organic coffee of
course!). Then our guide arrived!

We stayed one night in each of three family
homes. Sharing meals with them, playing with the
children, helping roast the fresh coffee beans over
the fire in the kitchen and pulling up water from the
well to wash in. Between each home we walked or
travelled on horse back — a new experience for me -
through the beautiful rolling hills and lush vegetation.

After returning to Esteli we visited a traditional
herbalist centre and Kevin managed in his broken
Spanish to explain a little about the Food for
Thought project. We were then shown around and
had the opportunity to take many photographs. We
had very few photos previously of this aspect of
Nicaraguan life to use for our Traditional Herbalist
group.

We finished our time in Nicaragua in Masaya
staying with John and Abi Perry — fantastic hosts!
As we entered Masaya on the bus it had a strange
but familiar feel after having seen so many of
Claire's photographs of the town. We phoned Abi’s
brother to collect us in his taxi to take us to John
and Abi’s. This caused us a few problems as most
vehicles in Masaya are taxis and almost every
vehicle that passed stopped and offered us a lift!
We hadn’t the Spanish to explain that yes we were
waiting for a taxi but it was a specific one and we
didn’t know what the taxi or the driver looked like!

I had a small amount of Art's Council money to
spend on resources for the Food for Thought
project so with Abi’s invaluable help we headed to
the market and came back laden with goods.
Rather more than we expected as it turned out the
baskets came with a variety of woodworm which
formed dust piles where they were put. The
baskets since have been put in the freezer —
tropical woodworm shouldn’t be able to survive in
sub-zero temperatures!

John kindly arranged for ADIC to take us and
Tom on a tour of the LMLG projects while we were
there. We saw the solar panel project, water tanks,
the school garden and a straw bale house. In each
case it was very clear how much these initiatives
were helpina the local people.

We had a fantastic
three weeks and our
trip certainly
extended my
knowledge about life
in Nicaragua which
will be invaluable as
we try to extend the
Food for Thought
project beyond the
three year DFID
funding here in the
UK. Many thanks to
the LMLG!

Ruth Godfrey
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Food for Thought goes from
strength to strength

Our collaboration with the University of
Leicester Botanic Garden and the Just Shop has
enjoyed another successful year of delivery. We
worked with around 240 pupils from Medway,
Humberstone, Linden and Whitehall Primary
Schools and a small group of year 10 students of
Spanish from Judgemeadow Community College.
Together they engaged in a busy day of activities
at the Botanic Garden, finding out about life in
Nicaragua and making a range of plant-based
products to buy and sell in their lively recreation of
a Masayan market. This was followed by a visit
from Clare Carr (Just education co-ordinator) who
worked with individual classes to explore aspects
of international and fair trade.

For one teacher, Stella Ayre, at Whitehall
Primary School, one bite of the cherry wasn't
enough. “it (the project) was so worthwhile and
thought provoking .... | would very much like to
repeat it next year.”

Since then, Whitehall Primary School has
taken the project on board in order to develop a 6
week unit of work where “the emphasis is on
creative learning through project work, loosely based
on history, geography and RE and bringing in art, DT
and ICT.”

Stella explains how the Food for Thought project
can be incorporated into the curriculum: “As
geography co-ordinator it's been my job to organise
some topics to fit requirements from the 'breadth of
study' across the school. For Year 5....1 couldn't do
better than suggest one topic title to be based on a
locality in a less developed country (local scale) and
plump for Masaya!!! The project is practically ready
made.”

As a result, we are now working alongside
teachers at Whitehall to support the development of
a school based version of Food for Thought which
we hope will be repeated year on year. The aim is to
use this as a pilot to develop a programme which
schools can ‘buy in’, once the funding from the
Department for International Development comes to
an end in April 2007.

In the second year of the
project, a number of volunteers
from the University
Ambassadors scheme at
Leicester Uni, worked
alongside LMLG volunteers to
help deliver the project. This
has been acknowledged as
having made a valuable
contribution to the University of
Leicester Widening
Participation programme and
we are exploring the possibility

of obtaining subsidised support
for schools to take part in the
project beyond 2007.

Buying and selling
goods in the
‘Masayan Market’

For the third and final year of
the programme, Food for
Thought reaches out to the
County.

It has always been the plan for FAT to be
delivered to County schools in the final year of the
funded programme and it promises to be an exciting
challenge.

The primary schools involved range from very
small church schools like Arnesby to Birkett House
Special School. We will also be working with
Countesthorpe Community College who will bring 40
year 10 students to take on the role of ‘Roving
Reporters for a Day’. They will be interviewing the
younger children, writing articles and taking photos
to document the activities. They will then work with
Gary Spinks, a media consultant for schools, to
compile a polished publication.

This will hopefully provide an excellent way of
promoting the project and bringing in new schools
once the funding comes to an end.

Claire Plumb

WORLD FOOD DAY — 16 October 2006

As a way of marking World Food Day, and introducing the
Young Gardeners project to schools, the LMLG devised an
interactive exhibition which builds on some of the elements
within the Food for Thought programme. The event was

hosted by Whitehall Primary School where more than 30 P

children from the After School Club participated in a range of $ "

hands on activities from planting beans to designing

gardens and finding out about fair trade. e %&"() *+& - & E—

Many thanks to Evergreen for sponsoring the event.
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CREATING CONNECTIONS - by Merlin Jones
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LMLG REINFORCES ITS ROLE AS A
DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION
CENTRE

Books, games, activities and
artefacts to bring global issues

to life.

The LMLG now has over 100 publications
(inlcuding games and kits) to support the teaching
and understanding of global issues in both the
formal and the informal sectors.

In addition, we have several boxes of Masayan
artefacts which can be borrowed and used to
explore aspects of Nicaraguan life and culture.

Our collection of masks and dance costumes is a
particular favourite at events and exhibitions. This
has now been extended to include a number of
replica costumes which were specially made for the
LMLG by Imogen Hopwood, one of our volunteers.
These have been an invaluable addition and will
enable us to work with bigger groups. Many thanks
to Imogen for the many hours of dedicated

EAST MIDLANDS NETWORK FOR GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES IN SC HOOLS

Over the last year, the LMGL has been co-ordinating

locality group within the East Midlands Network for

capacity, we have been responsible for and particip
events for teachers and other organisations who hav
supporting the global dimension within the formal e

the Leicester City and Leicestershire
Global Perspectives in Schools. In this
ated in a number of awareness raising

e an interest in promoting and
ducation sector.

Global Horizons in the Local
Landscape Conference - March

2006

The LMLG helped to deliver this conference
which aimed to share ideas and build partnerships
to raise the profile of global issues in schools.

The event was attended by 25 individuals and
representatives from a range of organisations
across the city and the county who are already
contributing to the delivery of an international
dimension in schools. These included the
Museum Services Education and Outreach
Teams, the Multicultural Resource Centre at
Forest Lodge, the Schools Development Support
Agency, Environ (now Groundworks Leicester and
Leicestershire).

The conference provided an opportunity to share
good practice and explore ways in which different
organisations could developing potential
partnerships projects.
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The Food for Thought project was presented at a
workshop for teachers as part of the East Midlands
Regional Subject Conferences which provide
Continuing Professional Development for teachers.

The conferences was delivered by the Schools
Support Development Agency in partnership with the
Geographical Association and with Jonathan Porritt
providing the keynote speech.

+& &+# &,
# & "&#'T1"

Over the summer, the LMLG'’s educational
resources were re-catalogued as part of an initiative
to provide a central listing of materials held in the 3
Development Education Centres across the East
Midlands (Mundi in Nottingham, Global Education
Derby and the LMLG).

The catalogue will be available online and in
printed format and is intended to make it easier for
schools to access the wide range of teaching
resources which are available on loan.




ROBB JOHNSON - a welcome

return visit to the Musician.

LMLG supporters welcomed Robb Johnson back
to Leicester in March for another fundraising gig at
the Musician pub. With his inimitable style and
inspiring lyrics, Robb treated the audience to a
medly of songs old and new. Nottingham based
Moose Malloy introduced the evening, and a
session with Corazon added a local touch to an
event that helped to raise £250 for the LMLG’s
Young Gardeners Project in Masaya.

Nicaragua Solidarity
Campaign and Oxfam
work together on an
Education Campaign

In September, Oxfam launched a campaign to
highlight the desperate need for more health
workers and teachers in developing countries.
The campaign illustrates the vital importance of
public services in helping people and countries out
of poverty. One of the focus countries in this
campaign is Nicaragua where there is a marked
shortage of teachers and health workers.

Alongside this, the NSC has also begun an
awareness raising programme which looks at the
impact of internal and international debt on the
state of education in Nicaragua.

Oxfam and the NSC have collaborated at a
national level to bring the issue into the public eye.

At a local level, the LMLG and Oxfam staged a
media stunt outside the Town Hall in September,
to bring attention to the fact that Leicester’s twin
city in Nicaragua is one of the places where a
teachers’ strike took place earlier in the year when
the Nicaraguan government put a frieze on salary
increases for teachers.

SPEAKERS FROM NICARAGUA

A fair cup from Nicaragua
Nicaraguan coffee experts, Janixce Florian and
Felicity Butler came to Leicester on 8 March to
talk about what a difference Fairtrade has made
to lives, families and communities in Nicaragua.
Janixce Florian is an agronomist from northern
Nicaragua and currently works with women, young
people and the families of coffee growers through the
Agricultural Co-operative Union SOPPEXCCA. This
organisation is a co-operative alliance of 650 coffee
producers which aims to improve the coffee producers’
economic and social situationm in particular by
marketing coffee through Fairtrade.

Felicity Butler is coordinator of the Fairtrade Coffee
Trail ecotourism project in Matagalpa, Nicaragua.
Felicity first went to Nicaragua in 2000 as part of a
VSO training programme. Whilst Felicity was working
in Matagalpa in 2002, coffee prices sank to their
historic low and a severe economic crisis was felt
across the country. Since January 2005 she has
been working for the Ecotourism project for
CECOCAFEN, the Organisation of Northern Coffee
Cooperatives.

The event was hosted by LaFT, Leicester
Advocating Fairtrade at the Trinity Life Church where
Nicaraguan coffee and cakes made with fair-trade
ingredients were served. LaFT member, Emily Reid,
said: “As Leicester is twinned with the region of
Masaya in Nicaragua it is particularly appropriate that
Janixe and Felicity are coming to talk to us about the
situation there. As we drink a cup of coffee we rarely
think about the people who made it possible, the
coffee growers and workers. Yet just by giving a bit
more thought about which coffee we choose, we can
change people’s lives thousands of miles away. Just
by choosing Fairtrade, we can help to reverse the
affects of the coffee price crisis that has devastated
areas of Nicaragua and many other countries across
the world.”

Dr Jose Luis Rocha , a highly respected
academic from the University of Managua and writer
for the journal ‘Envio’, visited Leicester as part of a
national tour in September. Jose Luis shared his
knowledge and expertise on Nicaragua and the
World Bank in an informal presentation at the
Bishop Street Methodist Church. The audience had
an opportunity to ask questions about a range of
issues, including the internal debt and migration
from Nicaragua to Costa Rica.
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Children’s activities include potting up
plants, making Latin American crafts,
dressing up and Nicaraguan dancing.

Relax in the Central American Café,
enjoy fair-trade coffee, fruit juices
snacks and cakes, listening to live
music.

Take part in the ‘Sorteo’ (raffle) where
the prizes include theatre tickets for
the Phoenix, a cut and blow-dry at
Amartifio’s, dinner at Barceloneta and
a Latin American hamper.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Drop-in for an hour or so and
enjoy a tropical afternoon with a
Latin American theme

Join us at the
Friends Meeting House
Queens Road, Leicester

[

Please join us for the LMLG
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

5 December 2007 at 7.30 pm
Lord Mayor’s Tea Room
Town Hall, Leicester

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkk

The evening will include a
presentation and discussion on

Nicaragua and the
United States in the
21st century

Tom Mais, PhD student in Geography at
Loughborough University will share his
recent experiences in Nicaragua, looking at
development and poverty reduction within
the context of 21st century US-Nicaraguan
relations.
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
Refreshments and an opportunity to
meet other LMLG members

CLUB LA PACHANGA

Plans are underway for the next
Club La Pachanga event,
featuring live music and
a chance to perfect and
show off your Latino dancing skills.

Friday 26 " January 2007

at the
Royal Leamington Spa
Centre

Please put the date in your
diary and contact

the LMLG for more information
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AWARDS FOR ALL grant to

provide training for volunteers.

A successful bid to the National Lottery has
given the LMLG a small pot of funding to enable
us to provide a more structured training
programme for our volunteers. The grant is
specifically to support opportunities and training in
producing newsletters, promotional material for
events and maintaining the website.

If you or anyone you know is interested
in gaining experience or sharing their
expertise in this area, please contact

Claire Plumb on 0116 223 2272

Three applications to the EU in
process

Five ways in which you can support the LMLG and its project work

both in Nicaragua and in Leicester.

1. Becoming a member of the LMLG
A contribution of £12 helps us to work with our
partners in Masaya - and setting up a standing
order for your membership makes it easier for
everyone.
For those of you who are already members,
but are not paying by standing order, may
we remind you that your membership is due
for renewal in January 2007

2. Attending our fundraising events e.g.
The winter fiesta on Saturday 25 November

3. Organising your own fundraising activities.
Holding a coffee morning or jumble sale etc
Contact us for other ideas!

4. Sharing a seasonal gift
Present giving to family and friends gets more
difficult every year. By making a donation to the
Young Gardeners Project you can share your
gift with families in rural Masaya too!
Ask us about our donation forms and gift

5. Buying our greetings cards
We now have a range of cards for all occasions.
These feature photographs of projects and the
people involved in them as well as artistic views
of Masaya. These can be purchased
individually at £1.50 or in packs of 4 for
£5.00.

orders.

Welcome to our new Christmas card, featured in the picture, available in
colour and taken by the ADIC team. It shows a group of children
involved in the Young Gardeners project. We are hoping you will support
the Link Group’s work and buy cards direct from us, whilst sending
cheer and greetings to family and friends. Produced in-house and
printed on A6 card, with the simple message, “ Season’s Greetings”,
available in sets of 4 cards for £5.00, including packaging and postage.

Apart from the cost of the ink cartridges, every penny will go to the
School Garden Project. Please email bob_ball@ntlworld.com to place
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It has been a very successful year for many of our volunteers who have moved

on or are taking a break.
Becky Clements is now working at Practical Action in Rugby,
Sebastian Graca da Silva is working for the Warwickshire Youth Services
Sharan Jassar has taken up a PR job in Nuneaton
Anoop Bains
Ivi Carmona Gonzalez
Sophie Whittaker — now a proud mum

A big thank you to them all and we wish them every success in their new careers.

We also welcomed new volunteers

Merlin Jones —
Patricia Albert
Luhuan Wang — will only be with us till the end of December (see advert below!)

And we continue to appreciate the invaluable contri bution that others make

Bob Ball -

Chloe Hill — A am in my final year of my PhD at Loughborough University, which focuses on
sustainable development in Central America. | have recently returned form a year of research in
Costa Rica and Nicaragua and | am now volunteering with the LMLG to gain experience in fundraising
and grant applications for development projects.

Imogen Hopwood

And the Management Committee —
Ed Brown, Liz Blackshaw (and Rosa), Manuel Pardo, David Gallagher, Sarah Ball (and Shem), Anna
Leonard Williams, Jon Cloke, Pete Goffin, Bob Ball and Tom Mais.

SPECIAL NOTICES
WEB specialist

If YOUI business would like to
advertise in this space

AT
=N (0116) 223 2272

Or email: leicestermasaya@btconnect.com
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